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WORKSHEET 
 

Note to students 
 
This worksheet can be tried by all students regardless of what level you are in. 
The exercise are graded according to level of difficulty - * easy, ** intermediate, 
and *** difficult. 
Try them and you will cover almost all the articles in the magazine. 

 
 

1.   TO WHET YOUR APPETITE 
 

A. * Himalayans Expedition 2008 (Pages 2- 3) 
 

Mark the statements that are true with a  
 
i. Ladakh is in Tibet 
ii. The people practice a Tibetan culture 
iii. The expedition takes you from Singapore to Delhi 
iv. From Chandigarh you trek through the mountains to Leh 
v. Kris LeBoutillier will accompany the group on the trip  
vi. The whole trip takes 10 days 
vii You can join the expedition either in Singapore or Delhi 
viii. ASIANGEOgraphic members will get a special discount 
 

B. ** Asia Without Borders (Pages 4 - 5) 
 

Answer the following questions as briefly as you can. 
 

 Question Answer 
i What is 'Asia without borders'?  

 
ii Name one prize category.  

 
iii To which category do you think the 

bottom photo on page 5 belongs? 
 

iv How many prizes are offered in all?  
 

v Who is the grand prize for?  
 

vi When can you submit your photographs?  
 

vii Where can you find out more about this  
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competition? 
 

viii 
 

Who are the sponsors of this 
competition? 

 

 
 

C. *** Timeless (Page 1) 
 

a. Do a little research on the Internet to find out more about the documentary 
 An Inconvenient Truth. Then explain what you think is 'the inconvenient 
 truth'. 
b. Why does the writer say she needs to 'wake up Now'  
c. How does this photograph show what has been happening to the world 
 while the writer was 'sleeping'? 
 

 
2.   THE STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT  

 
A.  * Slash And Burn (Page 28) 
 

Complete the following sentences with a phrase from the list below. 
Note that there are more phrases than required, so you don't have to use all of 
them. 
 
poor farmers 
 

Singapore and Malaysia cheap and easy 

uncontrolled wildfires 
 

to clear the forests United states and China 

every year 
 

third largest producer plantation owners 

 
i. 
 

Burning is carried out in Indonesia _______________________________  

ii 
 

This clearing is carried out by _______________________________ 

iii 
 

This method is used because it is _______________________________ 

iv 
 

It leads to _______________________________ 

v 
 

This causes the 'haze' in _______________________________ 

vi 
 

Indonesia is the _______________________________  of greenhouse 
gases 
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B. ** Climate Witness (Page 25) 
 

Everyone has his own personal indicator of climate change. The Climate Witness 
Programme is a collection of personal perceptions of what climate change is.  
 
Complete the graphic below with information from the text. Ask your parents for 
their perception of climate change and write in the last row. 
 
 
Witness Where 

he/she 
lives 

Occupation Evidence of 
climate change 

Effect of 
climate change 

Ang 
Tshering 
Sherpa 

 
 
 
 

   

Katsuo 
Sasaki 

 
 
 
 

   

Penina 
Moce 

 
 
 
 

   

Jalaluddin 
Saha 

 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

C *** Treading Water (Page 30) 
 
 a. What strikes you in the pictures of this feature? 

 
b. List the problems faced by the residents of RT20 due to the perennial 
 flooding. 
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3.    THE LIGHTER SIDE 
 

Much of this issue deals with the weightier matters of climate change. Let's look 
at some of the less heavy features. 

 

A. * Flotsam And Jetsam (Page 104) 
 

a. What is the name of this Australian artist?  
 
b. How is his work related to the environment?  
 
c. What is the 'message' he sends with his art?  
d. Take a look in your own home. Gather boxes, bits of plastic, old toys, 
 thread, scraps of paper, buttons, twigs, leaves, plastic flower petals and 
 leaves, etc.  Then get a piece of stiff card and glue then on in an 'artistic' 
 arrangement. Give your work a title and display it in class. 
 

B. ** From Asia To The Rest Of The World (Page 11) 
 
a. What would we do without paper? Make a list of the things we use that 
  are made of paper? 
 
b. Complete this timeline to show the evolution of the paper industry  
 from its first invention to the present day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

105 

AD 

300 

1439 

751 

1200s 

1799 
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C. *** Adrenaline Junky (Page 22) 
In this vocabulary exercise the answer to the question is a word or phrase from 
the text.  
 
 

 Question Answer 
i 'You are in it for the adventure.' So what kind of 

vacations do you dislike? 
 
 
 

ii What kind of cameras can withstand 'extremes of cold 
and heat'? 

 
 
 

iii What phrase describes images that can be sent and 
received 'almost immediately'?  

 
 
 

iv If something is 'important', it is _________.  
 
 

v '…it is difficult to be part of the action and shoot the 
action.' The author refers to this as a _________ 
__________  

 

vi Stumbling or dropping a camera bag would be 
accidental. What word does the writer use for this kind 
of actions? 

 

vii What can happen to camera equipment in places that 
are 'by their very natures humid and damp'? 

 
 
 

viii Give the phrase that describes the opposite of a shot 
that captures 'the enormity of the jungle' 

 
 
 

 

The Future 

1900s 

1800s 

1900s + 
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4.    TOURISM AND CONSERVATION 
 

A. * A Question Of Evolution (Page 108) 
 

Here is a list of facts about these two snakes. Arrange them in the three columns 
below. 
 

Pythoninae  
Born a bright yellow  
Found in Papua New Guinea, some of nearby islands and NE Australia  
Boinae  
Lay eggs 
Change to green colour depends on size  
Tree dwellers  
Give birth to live young  
Inhabit jungles of South America  
Receptors on bottom jaw  
Belong to family of boinae  
Ambush prey from above 
1 - 1.8m Rest and coil in the same way  
Prehensile tail  
Eyes adapted for night vision  
Able to detect warm-blooded prey  
Receptors on upper lip  
Feed on small mammals 
.5 - 2.7 m  
Extra long teeth 
 

 
Green Tree Python Both kinds of snake Emerald Boas 
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B. ** Are You Riding The Wave Of Responsible Tourism Yet? (Page 38) 
 

How are these resorts promoting 'responsible tourism' in Asia? 
 
Resort How it is promoting responsible tourism 
Tanjung Rhu Resort, 
Langkawi, Malaysia 

 
 
 

Alila Manggis Resorts, 
Bali, Indonesia 

 
 
 

The Spice Village, 
Kerala, India 

 
 
 

Frangipani Langkawi 
Resort and Spa, 
Langkawi, Malaysia 

 
 
 

 
 

C. *** 3 Feet (page 55) 
 

a. Practice your skimming skills to find out what is the significance of 3 feet. 
 
b. Now practice your scanning skills to complete the graphic below with 
 information about the Maldives. 
 
 

The Maldives 
Location  

 
Composition  

 
Geography  

 
Population  

 
Economy  
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c. Maldivian President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom is well aware the dangers 
 his tiny, fragmented, low-lying nation faces. What steps has he taken to 
 try to avert the dangers? 
 
 
 

 
 
5.   ON THE RIVER 
 

A. * Down The River Of Time 
 
Read quickly through the features and locate and underline these words in 
Column 1. Then write a word of a similar meaning taken from the list below in 
Column 2. 
 
 Column 1 Column 2 
i reticent (page 91)  
ii secluded (page 91)  
iii gangplank (page 91)  
iv choice (page 92)   
v throes (page 92)  
vi plied (page 93)  
vii memoir (page 93)  
viii mimics (page 93)  

 
 

discarded shy experiences worked 
preference turmoil isolated part of 

imitates piece of wood biography walkway 
 
 

B. ** Ebb & Flow (Page 88) 
 

Answer the following questions on this feature. 
 
 
 Questions Answers 
i How many people actually live on Tonle Sap?  

 
ii Name the two kinds of homes in which the 

people of Tonle Sap live. 
 

iii What key ability do the people of this area 
need? 

 

iv What does the writer mean by 'environmental  
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impacts'?  

v Why is a steady wet and dry season crucial 
to the health of the Tonle Sap community? 

 

vi What is the variation in the water level of the 
lake between the dry and wet seasons? 

 

vii What is the source of Tonle Sap's wealth?  
 

viii How can the riches of this lake be preserved?   
 

 
 

C. *** Mekong Malaise 
 

a. The Mekong is Asia's longest river. Look at the map on page 87 and 
 trace its route from source to mouth. 
 
b. The Mekong is endangered by many difficulties. Drawing information from 
 pages 79 - 87, make a list of these difficulties. 
 

 
6. GOING GREEN 
 

A. * Knowing Your AsianGEO 
 

Write the name of the feature on…. 
 
 Write the name of the feature onÉ  Answer 

 
i Taking photographs on adventure holidays.  

 
ii Photographs of the changing earth's surface  

 
iii Largely man-made disasters  

 
iv Destroying the oceans  

 
v A country besieged by the sea  

 
vi Life on the water  

 
vii A forgotten festival  

 
viii Events in Asia in March 2008  

 
ix Snakes  
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x A female advocate for the environment  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B. ** Champion of the Earth (Page 112) 
 

Read this interview with Massoumeh Ebtekar and answer the question that 
follow. 
 

 Question Answer 
i What award did Massoumeh Ebtekar receive?  

 
 Besides being a reconition of the achievement of the 

collective effort, what is significant about this award? 
 

ii For whom does Ebtekar currently work?  
iii How did Ektebar teach the general population how to 

reduce the use of gas and oil? 
 

iv What use does Iran make of nuclear power?  
 

v What is Iran's stand on environmental problems?  
vi Besides the government, who else plays and 

important role in developing and conserving Iran's 
energy resources? 

 

vii Iran has faced problem in environmental pollution that 
some other countries have not. What is it? 

 

viii What is the 'Martyrs of the Environment' award?  
 

 

C. ***Green Office Blues (page 116) 
 

Complete this summary.  
 
What can be done to make companies more green? An 1__________ conference 

was held in Bali to discuss how 2__________ can be more eco-3__________. 

Although the green practices make sense 4__________, companies seem 

reluctant to adopt these 5__________. One of the first steps is to realise that 

physical 6__________  is not necessary with all the 7__________  means 

available. A simpler way is to use energy-10__________  equipment that runs on 
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11__________  power and have a 'sleep mode' facility. Even office furniture that 

is 12__________  will reduce the carbon footprint. The sale of environmentally 

friendly products is a growing industry in itself. But the ultimate in eco-friendly 

offices is to do away with the designated office and work from home 


